
150+ schools |  
70,000+ young people engaged
Kimba is a London-based writer, spoken word artist, and 
creative educator who uses storytelling, poetry, and music to 
engage young people through themes of identity, resilience, 
and personal growth.

Over the past two decades, he has worked extensively 
in schools and youth settings, delivering creative writing 
and literacy workshops to over 70,000 children and young 
people across more than 150 schools. His work focuses 
on supporting engagement, confidence, and expression, 
particularly among reluctant readers.

He has been invited to deliver work in institutions including 
the Victoria and Albert Museum, the Tate Modern, and the 
Houses of Parliament. He is also an Oracy Development 
Artist with the Polka Theatre. Alongside his writing practice, 
Kimba has worked in music for Sony, CBS, and West One 
Music Group.

He is particularly focused on creating stories that connect 
with older teens who do not typically see themselves 
reflected in books, and on using storytelling as a tool for 
confidence, reflection, and engagement.

Kimba lives in Essex, where he is a devoted husband and 
father to his young family. When he isn’t writing, he enjoys 
watching his two children pursue their own passions — his 
daughter is currently performing in the West End, while his 
son plays football at a London academy. Their experiences 
have strengthened his passion for encouraging young people 
to be curious, creative and confident in pursuing the things 
they love.

A B O U T  
T H E  A U T H O R



Shades of Black is a contemporary coming-of-age novel exploring 
identity, race, resilience, belonging, and personal accountability through 
the experiences of a young protagonist navigating difficult real-world 
pressures.

The book is written with accessibility and engagement in mind, with the 
aim of connecting with older teens — particularly reluctant readers — 
through a fast-moving, emotionally grounded narrative.

Schools, parents, youth groups and community readers have highlighted 
wonderful engagement from young people who do not usually choose to 
read fiction independently.

It would be such a pleasure to discuss the book with you further.

Kimba

K I M B A
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Shades of Black 
 (YA Contemporary Fiction, 14+)



BOOK OVERVIEW
Shades of Black is a YA contemporary 
novel for readers aged 14+, designed to 
engage older teens — including reluctant 
and disengaged readers — through a fast-
paced, emotionally grounded narrative.

SUITABILITY
4	 KS3 / KS4 (Year 9–11 focus)

4	 Reading for pleasure programmes

4	 Tutor-time reading

4	 Library circulation

4	 Intervention /  
literacy engagement groups

THEMES
n	 Identity

n	 Race and belonging

n	 Resilience

n	 Personal accountability

n	 Transition into adulthood

n	 Social pressure and self-discovery

W O R K I N G  W I T H  Y O U

WHY IT WORKS IN SCHOOLS
4	  Accessible contemporary voice

4	 High emotional engagement

4	 Strong discussion potential

4	 Appeals to reluctant readers

4	 Suitable for group reading  
and reflection

WHAT CAN BE PROVIDED
n	 Virtual or in-person author Q&A

n	 Virtual or in-person creative writing 
workshops and performance assembly

n	 Signed copies for school libraries

n	 Bulk school ordering support

ORDERING INFO
Author: Kimba 

Recommended Age: 14+ (KS3–KS4)

Format: Paperback classroom /  
library edition

ISBN: 978-10685487-5-8

Publisher: Caboodle Books Ltd.


